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Huang et al. recently published a paper in Journal of
Translational Medicine entitled “Emerging trends and
research foci in gastrointestinal microbiome” [1]. Huang
et al. mentioned in section Methods, that ‘We obtained a
record of 2891 manuscripts published between 1998 and
2018 from the Web of Science Core Collection (WoSCC)
of Thomson Reuters; this record was obtained on June
23, 2018. The WoSCC is the most frequently used source
of scientific information. We used the term “Gastrointestinal Microbiomes” and all of its hyponyms to retrieve
the record, and restricted the subjects to gastroenterology and hepatology.’
There is no “Web of Science Core Collection (WoSCC)
of Thomson Reuters” but Web of Science Core Collection of Clarivate Analytics (formerly known as the
Thomson Reuters and the Institute for Scientific Information). The data were collected on June 23 in 2018.
A bias might be obtained as some publications in 2018
that have not yet been updated in the Web of Science
Core Collection. Using the same method as mentioned
in the original paper with searching keywords “gastrointestinal microbiomes” in Topic [1] resulted only one
meeting abstract entitled “Microbial disease signatures
characterize the gastrointestinal microbiomes in irritable bowel syndrome” [2] in Web of Science category
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of gastroenterology and hepatology. When we used
searching strategy by search keywords gastrointestinal
microbiomes or gastrointestinal microbiome that means
gastrointestinal and microbiomes or gastrointestinal
and microbiome in Topic field, results 2188 documents
including 339 in the category of gastroenterology and
hepatology. These results show a huge difference from
the results in the original paper [1].
Web of Science Core Collection includes.
Web of Science Core Collection: Citation Indexes
includes.
1. Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIEXPANDED).
2. Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI).
3. Arts & Humanities Citation Index (A&HCI).
4. Conference Proceedings Citation Index—Science
(CPCI-S).
5. Conference Proceedings Citation Index—Social
Science & Humanities (CPCI-SSH).
6. Book Citation Index—Science (BKCI-S).
7. Book Citation Index—Social Sciences & Humanities (BKCI-SSH).
8. Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI).
Web of Science Core Collection: Chemical Indexes.
1. Current Chemical Reactions (CCR-EXPANDED).
2. Index Chemicus (IC).
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The subject of gastroenterology and hepatology can
only be found in SCI-EXPANDED. In addition, since
there are many levels of databases as mentioned above,
the authors should choose the appropriate databases
for their research [3]. For instance, Emerging Sources
Citation Index (ESCI) complements the highly selective
indexes by providing earlier visibility for sources under
evaluation as part of SCIE, SSCI, and A&HCI’s rigorous journal selection process (https://liu.brooklyn.libgu
ides.com/az.php?a=e) [4]. SSCI, A&HCI, ESCI, CPCI-S,
CPCI-SSH, BKCI-S, BKCI-SSH, CCR-EXPANDED, and
IC are inappropriate for “Emerging trends and research
foci in gastrointestinal microbiome” [1].
From my view, Huang et al. used inappropriate searching keywords and method to publish bibliometric paper
in Journal of Translational Medicine, this may result in
misleading the journal readers. The authors could have
provided a greater accuracy and information about their
data if they understood Web of Science Core Collection
beforehand. In addition, the fact that only 339 documents
were published in 21 years (1998–2018) is not legitimate
for a statistics point of view.
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